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1. Occupational information cross-nationally

Issues of...

· accurate classification to substantive schemes

· comparable meanings for broad summaries

· appropriate population coverage : current or last job; individual or household; ...

CHER panel dataset : ISCO-88 2-digit




Belgium 94-98
UK 91-00

Germany 90-00
Denmark 94-98

Hungary 93-98
France 94-98

Luxembourg 95-00
Ireland 94-98

Poland 97-00
Portugal 94-98

Switzerland 99-00





This discussion: 

· How do occupational schemes compare between countries as measures of ‘stratification’
· Do associations vary according to household and working situations
· Or according to transitions between such situations
Occupational indicators of social stratification: 

Here consider (using ISCO88 subgroup means):  

1. ISEI (Socio-economic status = income + education)

http://home.scw.vu.nl/~ganzeboom/ismf/

2. CAMSIS (Cambridge Social Interaction and 

Stratification Scales)

http://www.cf.ac.uk/socsi/CAMSIS/



Husband’s Job Units

Occ Units ↓   →
1
2
..
407

Derived scores ↓ →
75.0
70.0
..
10.0

Wife’s
1
72.0
30
15
..
0

Job
2
72.5
13
170
..
1

Units
..
..
..
..
..
..


407
11.0
0
2
..
80

Logic: social interaction reflects social stratification => analyse interaction patterns to learn about stratification locations of jobs

Derived CAMSIS scale scores using census or large survey samples specific to country, gender group and time period.

CAMSIS / ISEI correlations average 0.85 over dataset:
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Arguments to favour CAMSIS: 

· sensitive to national structure of occupations

· sensitive to gender differences
· a more ‘social’ measure than income / education

· both CAMSIS and ISEI concentrate on hierarchy (other schemes do not)

Some occupational stratification associations

CHER 1998 : Possessions and satisfaction 
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Correlations with CAMSIS individual / household 

· Possessions: Differences in associations wealthy v’s poor countries 

· Satisfaction: Well predicted by household level information!

CHER 1998 :  Life circumstances
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Correlations with CAMSIS individual / household 

· Income and education strongly related to CAMSIS 

· Job circumstances – length of job and contract type – quite variable by country 

i) More summaries on xsect associations

· CAMSIS cf ISEI have v similar patterns of association. ISEI stronger to income; CAMSIS may be with “longer term, social” measures, eg PC ownership

· Household level information usually stronger association : households as key stratification unit

· Desirable extensions include : control for other relevant variables, esp. demography; try other occupational measures

ii) But more to study than x-sect associations: 

· What of the working status context of occupations – in current job v’s not

· What of the household context – single or in family, own occ info or that of household sharers 
· What of the longitudinal context – recent or longer career history 

Traditional claim of robustness of occupationally based measures : 


BHPS data mostly supports, though not entirely:









CAMSIS to other assocs: 
HH-Inc
Educ
HPC 









CWK 59%
30

49

23


All adults      OWK 92%
33

49

26


HWK 98% 
47

44

35










CWK 66%
31

49

26


All males       OWK 93%
34

49

28


HWK 98% 
47

42
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CWK 53%
30

49

25


All females     OWK 91%
32
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26


HWK 97% 
47
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All FT wk m   CWK 100%
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HWK 100% 
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All FT wk f    CWK 100%
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HWK 100% 
41

46
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All PT wk m     CWK 98%
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HWK 100% 
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33










All PT wk f       CWK 99%
28
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22


HWK 100% 
44

41
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All non-wk m    OWK 79%
26
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46

33
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All non-wk f   OWK 81%
20

47
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HWK 94% 
40

40

31










· Working situation often considered 

· But is household situation also important to magnitude of ‘social’ stratification influences?

Typical 1998 Stratification associations for: 

BW – Both working couple

1W – One working couple

SW – Single working


←   high to low associations   →




Belgium
                  BW,1W,    SW

Germany
                   BW,1W,         SW

Switzerland
                               BW,1W,            SW

UK
                        BW,1W,   SW

Denmark
                  BW,   1W,       SW

France
                1W,  BW,       SW

Ireland
           1W,BW           SW

Portugal 
BW,   SW,1W




· For most examples, couple type doesn’t alter associations, but single households are more distinctive

· Generally, household-working situation is more influential to stratification associations, than working type alone

Another extension involves looking at transitions in joint household-working situation: 













Both work
One work
None work
Works
Non-work


(couples)
(single)


cross-country CHER N’s, and off-row / off-col departures in associations








BW
12214
2388
267
203
31


0 / 0
+ / -
+ / -
++ / ++









1W
2082
7932
1399
78
40


- / -
0 / 0
+ / +










NW
138
551
7074
10
24


- / -
+/+
0 / 0










SW
478
142
16
6891
955


- / +
- / +

0 / 0
++ / ++








SN
91
100
32
1858
8931


+ / +
++/++

- / +
0 / 0















· Groups defined by different transitions sometimes have different stratification associations (mainly if transition from single to couple)

Conclusions: 

· Occupational-based stratification metrics have strong patterns of associations with many variables across different countries

· In most cases, working status changes alone don’t alter the properties of stratification measures

· Household-working status changes are a bit more important, primarily in gap between single and couple households

· Transitions in household-working status changes also mediate occupational associations 

· Though extent of all such mediations appears to be small : conventional assumptions of cross-status validity of measures are probably still adequate

· Extensions to consider relative role of occupational measures in multivariate explanations desirable

Most or all individuals can be assigned an occ based on current or previous or household sharers occ, and properties of measures will be largely same regardless of source. 
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